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THE PROSPERITY OF SOUTHERN
AGRICULTURE.

The Progressive Farmer last week
called attention to the fact that of
all the States in the American Union
only one during the census decade
1800—1900 made as great a gain in
rank in population, agriculture and
manufactures as did North Caro-
lina.

But it is not in North Carolina
alone that this prosperity obtains.
Southern agriculture generally, ac-
cording to the Census of 1900, is
more prosperous and yielding larger
net returns than that of other sec-
tions of the United States—and all
this on the basis of figures made
before the recent phenomenal ad-
vance in price of cotton.

Taking the gross value of farm
_products and deducting therefrom
the gross value of products fed to
stock and the amounts paid for la-
bor and fertilizer, it will be seen that
in net value of farm products, South-

ern farming in the census year 1899

paid a divident of 25.0 per cent while
the rest of the country paid an aver-
age of only 14.2 per cent. That is to
say, upon its fixed investment of $3,-
951,631,632, the South received in net
value of products $988,905,593—ex-
actly 25 per cent—while the rest of
the country on a fixed investment of
$16,488,269,532 received only $2,342 -
401,024, or 14.2 per cent. Farming
in North Carolina paid a dividend of
29.6 per cent, South Carolina 33.8
per ecent, Virginia 19.1 per cent,
Georgia 34.6 per cent, and Tennes-
see 24 per cent.

And it is to be noted furthermore
that in the twenty-year period, 1880-
1900, “the value of lands with im-
provements increased 67 per cent in
the South and 62 per cent in the
whole country; of implements, 120
per cent in the South and 84 per
cent in the whole country, and of
live stock 88 per cent in the South
and 95 per cent in the whole coun-
try.”

“But what is raised in The Pro-
gresive Farmer’s territory—North
Carolina and adjoining States?” a
Western or Northern reader may
ask, “Aren’t the -main crops cotton
and tobacco which require little im-
proved machinery and other modern
agricultural improvements ?”

Not at all. Of our chief sources
of agricultural wealth in 1899, ani-
mal products led with a value of
$111,000,000; corn—and not cotton—
was second with $104,000,000; cotfon
third with $96,000,000; vegetables,

{ next to coton, $30,000000—for the

trucking industry is growing every
year and Eastern Nofth Carolina and
Virginia is becomipg a great gar-
den spot for Northlern markets; hay
and fodder ﬁfth,]$24,000,000; wheat
next, $20,000,0000; tobacco fourth,
$19,000,000, while forest products—
our lumbering fenterprises—bring in
au annual incofne of $18,000,000.
But that thisa information may
be more explicit,| here are the figures
which the reader may examine for

himself: 5‘]
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Georgia $3,217,119
North Carolina 4,915,991
South Carolina 1,915,280
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IX.—Cottonseed.

. $6,447.297
2,290, 711
4,973,401 |

974,046
34,948

Georgia ....

North Carolma —_
South Carolina..........
Tennessee

Virginia . ...

Total <., - . .$14,720,403
X.—Orchard Products.
Georgia ................ $497.847
North 0810111‘1(1. mele 1,269,614
South Carolina........ 272,794
Tennessee .............. 1,479,915
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Total . . $6,182,653
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XIII.—Peas.
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859,932
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446,897
178,323
647,129
196,915

Total . . $1,719,856

Let us Have Mass Meédngs of Tobacco
Growers.
Editors Progressive Farmer:

Sometime ago I noticed in your
paper President S. C. Adams, of the
Tobacco Growers’ Association of
Virginia wrote an article sug-
gesting to the farmers of North
Carolina the necessity ‘of organiza-
tion, to which article Dr. Freeman,

of Wilson, N. C., replied with his ap-

Total ....ocvun-....$18,932,130

proval, but with the question, “Who

(

is to lead them #’—ecarrying with it
the idea that in his opinion there was
no one suitable or prepared to do the
work. This opinion he has expressed
in reply to a later communication by
Mr. Adams, urging upon the people
the need of “unity of aection,” espe-\
cially in the marketing of their erops, *
saying that he knows of no mam in
North Carolina who has the needed .,
qualifications to perform that task.

The Doctor says there are only two
things necessary to the organization
of the farmers—they are the right
man and money—and states “that the
latter is ready.” Then, according to
Dr. Freeman, if a leader may be
found, the farmers will be free.

Now, I want to ask Dr. Freeman
just these few questions through your
paper:

1. Does he believe it necessary for
the farmers to organize?

2. Is he in real sympathy with the
movement ?

3. Has the time fully ripened, or

the farmer to unite?

If the answer to the last question
be in the affirmative, then I believe
the leader is ready. If the people are
ready to organize they have only to
search among their ranks for a cap-
tain to gunide them. We need not
expect any one, be he ever so well
qualified to offer his services and lead
unless we ask him to do so.

Mr. Adams has repeatedly insisted
upon the tobacco growers of North
Carolina calling mass meetings, and
notify him of time and place, he of-
fering his presence to assist us in our
co-operations. Yet no one so far as
I have seen has responded with such
a call. But instead, Dr. Freeman re-
plies saying we have not “the right
man.”

Does not Dr. Freeman know that
such expressions as he gives rent to

wuch expression as he gives vent to
Phesident Adams or anyone else who
offer assistance? What has be-
farmer? Are they

If so, they are in

s those of us poor little
ers. Will not some one
and organize the to-
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Have you any improved farm mi
chinery, reapers, saw-mill, cotton-

gins, ete., for sale? Then 2

in our Farmer’s Exchange.

the opportunity fully matured, for--
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